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Abuse of Developmentally Disabled Children and Adults:
The Legal System for Protection

1) Recognizing suspected abuse 

i) Clinical signs and symptoms

ii) Confidentiality and privileges

iii) Denial and recanting
2) Reporting suspected abuse / maltreatment

i) Mandated Reporter laws

ii) Legal requirements for the mandated reporter

(1) When your client is the suspected victim

(2) When your client is the suspected perpetrator

iii) Reasonable suspicion standard
iv) Reports from sources other than mandated reporters
3) Investigation of suspected abuse / maltreatment

i) Social service agency

ii) Law enforcement

iii) Agency cross-reporting
4) Involvement of the court

i) When and why a case enters the legal system

ii) The court system for Child Protection

iii) The court system for Adult Protection
5) Law related to Child and Adult Protection

i) State law

ii) Federal law

iii) Important legal cases
6) Further information and training

i) State agencies

ii) National organizations

iii) Suggested readings
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