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“Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.”

George Santayana

These foreboding and diabolical quotes depict the dark 
side of medicine.  Some came from the most notorious 
NAZI doctors while others came from respected 
American physicians and statesmen.  Not all of them are 
from the past.

You decide who said what …………

Nazi Doctors American Doctors

“The more we do to you, the less you seem to believe we 
are doing it.” “The more we do to you, the less you seem to believe we 

are doing it.”

Dr. Joseph Mengele
Nazi Doctor



“It is better for all the world… society can prevent 
those who are manifestly unfit from continuing their 
kind.”

“It is better for all the world… society can prevent those who are 
manifestly unfit from continuing their kind.”

US Chief Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes

“Patient sterilized this morning under authority of Act of 
Assembly, providing for the sterilization of mental defectives.”

“Patient sterilized this morning under authority of Act of Assembly, 
providing for the sterilization of mental defectives.”

1927 
John Bell, M.D.
Superintendent 
Virginia Colony for 

Epileptics

“Some day we will realize that the prime duty, the inescapable 
duty, of the good citizen of the right type is to leave his or her 
blood behind him in the world; and that we have no business to 
permit the perpetuation of citizens of the wrong type.”

“Some day we will realize that the prime duty, the inescapable 
duty, of the good citizen of the right type is to leave his or her 
blood behind him in the world; and that we have no business to 
permit the perpetuation of citizens of the wrong type.”

US President Theodore Roosevelt 



“The unnatural and increasingly rapid growth of the 
feeble-minded and insane classes, coupled as it is with 
a steady restriction among all the thrifty, energetic 
and superior stocks, constitutes a national and race 
danger which is impossible to exaggerate.”

“The unnatural and increasingly rapid growth of the 
feeble-minded and insane classes, coupled as it is with 
a steady restriction among all the thrifty, energetic 
and superior stocks, constitutes a national and race 
danger which is impossible to exaggerate.”

Winston Churchill

“The most progressive revolution in history could be 
achieved if in some way or other human mating could 
be placed on the same high plane as … horse 
breeding.”

“The most progressive revolution in history could be 
achieved if in some way or other human mating could 
be placed on the same high plane as … horse 
breeding.”

Charles B. Davenport
1923
Founder of the 
American Eugenics Movement

“The country cannot have too many inhabitants of 
the right kind.”

“The country cannot have too many inhabitants of 
the right kind.”

US President Calvin Coolidge 



“The destruction of life unworthy of life.” “The destruction of life unworthy of life.”

1935
Health Division
Reich Ministry of the Interior
Nazi T4 Euthanasia Program  

“I must emphasize this is not a matter of poisoning.  The child simply 
dies of a certain congestion in the lungs, it does not die of poisoning.”

“I must emphasize this is not a matter of poisoning.  The child simply 
dies of a certain congestion in the lungs, it does not die of poisoning.”

Dr. Hermann Pfannmuller 
Nazi Physician, U.S. Military Tribunal at Nirenberg 

“A patient was no longer to be treated as an individual, but only as one 
part of a much larger whole or unity, his family, his race.

Traditional health care was therefore to be complimented by genetic 
healthcare; population policy would have to attend to the quality of its 
people, as well as its quantity.

“A patient was no longer to be treated as an individual, but only as one 
part of a much larger whole or unity, his family, his race.

Traditional health care was therefore to be complimented by genetic 
healthcare; population policy would have to attend to the quality of its 
people, as well as its quantity.

1934 – Nazi Party
Dr. Otmar von verschuer
German Journal of Genetic Advise



“The right to live must be earned and justified, not 
dogmatically assumed.
Those who are not capable of human feeling can have 
no sense of the value of life.  There is not a life worth 
living; hence their destruction is not only tolerable but 
humane.”

“The right to live must be earned and justified, not 
dogmatically assumed.
Those who are not capable of human feeling can have 
no sense of the value of life.  There is not a life worth 
living; hence their destruction is not only tolerable but 
humane.”

Professor Alfred Hoche
Professor of Medicine
German Advocate of “Allowable Killing”

“Its beautiful in a way … it is after they die that you see 
them relaxed for the first time.”

“Its beautiful in a way … it is after they die that you see 
them relaxed for the first time.”

Dr. Verhagen, Pediatrician 
Groningen Children's Hospital 
Groningen Holland 
2005 Author of the Groningen 

Protocol

“The unfit should be humanely and economically disposed of in 
small euthanasia institutions supplied with proper gasses.”

“The unfit should be humanely and economically disposed of in 
small euthanasia institutions supplied with proper gasses.”

Dr. Alexis Carrel
1935
French – American Nobel Prize
Inventor of the Iron-Lung 



“Those hopeless ones who should never have been born –
Nature’s mistakes –”

“Those hopeless ones who should never have been born –
Nature’s mistakes –”

Dr. Foster Kennedy
Professor of Neurology 
Cornell Medical School
in an article, Journal of the American
Psychiatric Association 
calling for the killing of children with
mental retardation age 5 and older - 1942

“Parents who have seen the difficult life of a crippled 
or feeble – minded child must be convinced that, 
though they may have a moral obligation to care for 
the unfortunate creature, the broader public should 
not be obligated … to assume the enormous costs that 
long term institutionalization might entail.”

“Parents who have seen the difficult life of a crippled 
or feeble – minded child must be convinced that, 
though they may have a moral obligation to care for 
the unfortunate creature, the broader public should 
not be obligated … to assume the enormous costs that 
long term institutionalization might entail.”

1934
Dr. Helig 
Nazi Physician League for 
Altena and Ludenscheid 

“I should have been guilty of a graver crime if I had saved this 
child’s life.  My crime would have been keeping in existence one of 
nature’s cruelest blunders.”

“I should have been guilty of a graver crime if I had saved this 
child’s life.  My crime would have been keeping in existence one of 
nature’s cruelest blunders.”

Dr. Harry Haiselden
1915 Chief of Staff, Chicago German-American Hospital
Denied treatment to a “deformed” baby who died, found
innocent by Chicago medical jury
Known eugenicist, killed “defective” babies 



“The laws of nature require the obliteration of the unfit and 
human life is valuable only when it is of use to the community 
or race.”

“The laws of nature require the obliteration of the unfit and 
human life is valuable only when it is of use to the community 
or race.”

Madison Grant
in The Passing of the Great Race 
1930
Chair US Eugenics Immigration Committee

“Killing a diabled infant is not morally equivalent to 
killing a person.  Very often it is not wrong at all.”

“Killing a diabled infant is not morally equivalent to 
killing a person.  Very often it is not wrong at all.”

Professor Peter Albert David Singer
2003
The Ira w. DeCamp Professor of Bioethics
Center for Human Values, Princeton University


